
OLD HOMES, PEOPLE AND CUSTOMS
TOLD BY ONE WHO KNEW THEM WELL

Sunday and Slavc Markets of First Half of Last Ccntury
Which are Unknown To-Day; John Marshall's

Example Still Followed

RACE TRACKS ABOUT RICHMOND

By Charles M. Wallace, Sr.
Durlng tho flrst hnlf of tho nlnotconth

century tho liuMosl section ol lho olty ot
Blchmond lay bolow Twelfth Hlrcet and

along Mnln; all tho faslilonablo shopping,
wlth horo and thoro a solitary exception,
was dono as fur down town as the ro-

¦pcctnblo houses of tho Devys, Abraliam,
nnd hln sons. Jacob ¦£- Issaac. Tho grcal
flrm of Lancaster & Denby dld IiiisIik'ss
ln a w.-irclinuso situated formerly a fow
stops abovo, tlie Old Market. Still farther
down wero neen the sigiis of other flrms
well known to ur eldorly cltlj-CtlS. It was

a custoni In lho dny of wliicli I wrlto.
for us mcrchauts to keep house ovor tho
store, or vory near to It. Tho old-
faellloned manslon ln whloh John A. lJin-
ciiBlnr dwelt, thanks_ to that fashion
which ln moving up-iown has left it un-

Iriipalred to tliis generatlon, looks out
as unprolondlngly ns ever on the nclgh-
borhood of Ninoteontii Htreot. It stands
lust lu tho rear of tho Hoge-Mcmorial
Church. Nearby Is the once happy
ahldlng placo of John H. Shobla. tbe old
clty gauger, a gontloman whose angelic
ccuntenanco suggosted 'always when I
looked upon it no very dlstant klnshlp
wlth that of "my I.'nolo Toby." Some
tlmo. hereaftor, I hopo to givo at length
HoniO a count of tlm old folks, and the
ol'l n.-iiisionH of ttlchinond ovor the
creek.
Tho.-.,, tlmt I'm ldttlng off to-duy
Are sketcfifts unprouinrtlng,

Toward better thlngs without dolay,
AV'ltti my stcpi I thlnk oi bendlng."
Naturlally enough tbe old taverns were

to be sought by tho etriuiger In the thlck
of tho town'a trade. The Unlon on one

sldo of the creek and the Bell on tho
other, were pntronlzed ln tlie maln by
the. country folk of Tldewator. whllst
tho Colurnblan provlded for thoso who
dwelt south and west of tho clty. Tho
Kngle. whlch ocupled nearly the
linlf or a square between Twelfth Btreet
nnd Thirteenth, wus regarded ln my day
ai Uio best up-town hostelry In the clty.
Thc Marqula de I.afayetto was enter¬
talned thereln by the cltlxena upon hls
nrrlvul ln 1*21. The rnro pamphlet of
Leroy Anderson glven IncldentH uttend-
Ing lils vlalt not reported In tho Whlg
und Enqulror of that day.
The old advir.ie whlch bore on Its face

a signlficance to the nrba'n gulduneo can-

nut be too often repeated:
I dincd at thu Unlon,

I supped at the Bell,
And spent all my money,
Al tlie Eagtu Hotel.

Sunday and Slave Markets.
A feature of tho bygono tlmes ivh'ch

haa long alnce dlBappeared was lho Sun-'
.1 . -> .. .>*,, Kri.u .-rue-.-r store» had
bcon cstabllstyHt. Then wns but tho

,.,.s,r lhc- eret'iC to- v/hk-ii
many :* giiitle dapro arid.many xt goodly
Koiillefciari repatrod'Tbr tbo dayV refresh-
ments. Judg-- Marshall, it is aaid, set the-
fiishloh, still ouserved by somo of our

eldorly citlzens, of going to market of
mornlngs aud hearlng homo hls owu

haskct. Tho walk down or up Maln
Stroot, as the cuse might be, was shadctl
by trees, whlch frlnged the pavements.
ii doligtitful promtnado of t/ie early aum-
rn« r inorninga.
Durlng the Christiuas boliditys groups

of sleck-looklng, woll-olad servants might
bc mosily seen near tho Bell Tavorn.
whlch had long lieoti the headrtuarters
of tho slave market. New homes utnl
now mastors woro luixlously BOUght by
tllbao happy orcnturoH. Most of tho ofTioos
of thoso who hired or sold them outriglit
wero undor tho sccond slory of the tav¬
orn. Slave'a to bo sold wero placed on

platform or stout tablo near tho curbing
anil crled by tho auctloneer as compla-
untly as other inanlmatc goods.
Not only was thc Bell tho hoadtpiarters

of the alavc market, but that (lt seemed
to nif) of lho patrons of tho races. TJie
town.i. c, tho sporting gentry, Who
may for the noncc bc so deslgnated.wore
uli lu a flutter of doligbt whon the soasou

opened and thc entries wore billed. Huck-
noy coachos, as thoy wore then called,
and othor vehlclos awalted paiicntly tho
soating of passengera to Falrfleld, or
Troo Hlll, or Broad Rock. These courses
wero all withln easy'reach of lhe city.
Broad Kock, so narued from an outc-rop
of the granlto, lay throo mlles, more or
loH.s. below Manoliestor; Tree 11111 tho
same distanco bolow Richmond (thc placo
was once tho homo or William II. Roane,
Unlted States ponato.- from Virginia), and
Falillckl. iong tho property of. the vetoran
raeen. James Talley, and subsequently

of Valiftulni- Hechler, a mllo or two be¬
yond the eastern corporatfon lfne. I re¬
tall tho namcs of O. 1'. Ilnro John M.
Rolto, J.-im-'s Tnlley, and lar.l, but not
Ieaat, Wllllnm R. JohiiBon, who anawered
deservedly to tho eplthet, tlie Napoleon
of thn Turf. \

1 shall fndulge sorne rcflectlona here,
not npologptlcally, bo it nndtralood, for
thoso who lovo the sport ol raclng or
thoao others who condescend lo wltncsa
tlie brutal games ot the cbck-plt and tho
prlzo ring. Many centurlcf: liavo no*.
clapsed slnco inan.Saxon man.was a
savage.
Hls clvlllzatlon, so it ahould sce-m. lias

not been bo apeedlly effocilvd ln thls coun¬
try ;.¦. -.'.¦¦ k- it to hnve been -*¦ '*'*¦

a,<rl-;lna! I.abitat. Hls blood atill wa-mis
aa tfn* ...g..n. .. given and ihc ..;
deepeni* ln tho Blaughtcr pen* :..
.¦ull r.,:- the dlaplnv uf ''

sald, tbat he Brl ish ;;overnmcnt thoug
... .so io tho due. Of to..!., .'I
managea the more hideous ffuel >.f tho
flat and skull. In order to reviv.- an 1
nourieh tho old miliiant spirit of hor pco¬
plo. Kor the aame rcason, too, Krance
and Germany pennlt blood-tctting liy
their cltlzens or subjeets.

The Fairfield Track.
I ahall now return to the -mbjeot of

the raco courso and glve aa briefly tli
posslblo my recpltectlbn of Falrfleld wlth.
whlch*I am moro famlllar than the oth¬
ers nien'loncd. Tbo track waa embracod
wlthln tho oirclo of h mlle by a low flence
of scantlands placed liorizontal, upon up-
rlghtH witli open apocea between them. A
frame. houso wlth open gallerles on th-*
second -jtory stood close lo one
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ot being frcfiuently in hla company, I
never presurned to bo other than a list-
oner. I have been told by those v/ho
kriew hlm Intlmately thnt lie never made
a slde bet on a horse Ull tlie team were

running wlth mlght and maln to reach
the goal. On such oceaslons llttlo time is
to be lost between bcts. Our Napoleon
of the /Turf, as tho J'ollov fb- story
avouchea, was not only sound ot Judg¬
ment as to tbe horse. but llkcwlso slirewd
of Judgment as to tho man'. A genfle-
inan of tho type of Corlnthlan Tom
crled liis bet In the mldst of a boat
whlch was Instantly takon by tbe Colonol,
who aald: "Who'll hold tlie stakes?"
The .stranger replled: "My friend, Colonel
Blood." Wlth a twinklo of hls t*fb aud
a significant look. tbe Vlrglnlan re/olned:
"Who'll hold Colonel Blood?"

. The race-fleld, like the court green, was

Fist-Fight Rccounted Which Would Have Delightcd Hearts
of Sullivan and Jim Jeffrics; Sports of Past

Worthy of Name

K1LLS ANTAGONIST AT ONE BLOW
In orderly acrles 1 to 6. Thls he called
hls "aprcod." Botters or copper colrin
wero hla chlof patrons, and all ot aable
complexlon.
Whllat standing near one of theso

paltry games, a curioua lookcr-'on, two
whlto fellowa came up OVldently wlth
intcnt to venture a larger sum than the
banker waa uccuatomed to soo on his
spread. One of these bclongcd to tho
clan of Nathan Darby; tbo otlier Waa
well known to the constables ot Rlch¬
mond by tho name of Joe Klng. Thls
youngater, when onco arraigned In court
on a chargo ot felony, atirprlsed and con-

fotinded hls prosecutor by nssumlhg the
role of a lunatlc Ib- arfected tbo
manner ot Jtinius Brulua Booth, as ho
ctrutted beforo thc court and reclted
after hls maator those passagea In
Khakespraro which never failcd, when
artlatically rendered by the actor;-.*o
"bring down tlie houso." A ***race-eas
soamp, however well a< coniplisbcd tbe
urt of the- Darbylte, who, as It nppearod.
had challenged King to .ovor ono of tbo
flgurea of the Bpread, took the dlce from
tho ncgro's liand wlthout bo much as

saying, "By your leave." and after det'tly
rattllng them in the box. looked up tu

hls opponent aud crled: "Ready'." Sftvift
aa lightnlng enmo a llve dollar blll of
the Bank of Virginia out of tlie pocket
of tlio sharper, to tho dlsmay of tbe
negro, who sald: "Marac Joe, don't bet
all dat money.- Joo beeded not tbe*
warnlng, but watched- Intently the up-
turnlng of the dlce box. The llttlo ivory
clibes had not favored hlm; the stip-
posed iucky number was absent. Snatch-

"RICHMOND IN BYGONE DAYS."
Reproduction of Old Print, Showing Richmond During the First Quarter of the Last Century.

of tho eastern areas of the circle. The
lield over whleh one mlght see the hon-ea
running if lie atood on the ground w-is

I level and clear aa it appears to l>e ,.t
j present. There was a refresliment stan 1
ln the lower story of tlie liarn-llke struc J
nre and games of cbance were paid to
be exhlblted pendmg thc race. Though
all the courses were liberally patronlzt-d
by some of our bost people, there mere

many who would as -soon have pickod
your pocket as to have been seen sta_-
Ing a penny on tlie turn of a card. or
the outcome of a running liorae.
As everyono who reads theae lines may

be aware tho breeding -of game hoi*so.->
lu Virginia goes b&clc to tbo bravo obt
days of our British fathers. Tho Vir-
gln'an of affluent clrcumstances waa
liardly ever wlthout a woll-registered
stud on farm or plantatlon.
Among tho patrons of thc turf Colonel

William R. Johnson was probably tho'
most consplcuous ligure. ln his stables
were some of the best -horses of the
day. He owned and trained Polly Hop¬
kins, Kate Kearney, Cliarlotto Temple,
full sister to Botts Goleatiria and Boston,
all famous winners ln tho Virginia Hold,
Boston, If my memory fall mo not. wna
nover bcaten in the i«-n-- hcats, and An¬
drew but once by Goliali.
Tliis .worthy sportsmaru.I use tlie term

in its best senso.loved a game horse.
Though I had tbe. pleasure whon a lad

frequcntly the ground on which affronts
wero givcn and qulckly rosented with
llst or gun. 1 was once an innocont wlt¬
ness of a row whlch occurred at Fair-
fleld durlng a holiday between certain
Darbyites of the county and several of
our viclous city boys. It was a day
when tho groom.*-, or rlders, were sweat-
lng their horHos about the track. All
tho rag-tag- and bob-tail of town and
country were thero. Homo of these l
know personally; others I knew only
from report. The lads of that day, llke
tho lads of thls, know better than their
oldors tho worst characters of the town.
The ugly and grotesque, lt would seem,
are of hlgher charm in thelr eyes than
tlie good, tho beautlful and tho true.

I Iu all that molley gathorlng at Fair-
illeid no ono entltled to my respect was
seon. The whltes were of thc veoman
class, and stout. valorous yeomen some
of them were, as wlll presently appear.
Tho negroes forrned the greater mas-s.
Tholr bearing towards tho poor whltes
was in keeplng wlth the old defcrencu
Invarlably shown by the slaves to the
oitlzen. The soclal dlstance between the
Cz^ar of Bjiissla nnd his peasantry could
not bo greater than that whlch was ob-
served by partles of the two races.
Ono of the much-favored games of the

negroes was chuck-a-luck. A nogro here
and there squatted on the turf displayed
a strlp of ollcloth,. on which were palnted

ing up tlie ill-fated live dollar bill, he
exclalmed: '"Twan't falr, by G.."
Now ensued a scene, the llko of which,

I trust, never to wltness again. In a mo¬
ment fists were cllnchcd and stlcks
ralsed, and all sorts ot handy imple-
ments used ln the moleo whlch ensued.
Tho negroes fled dlsmayed, whllst heads
wern belng cracked and;,blood flowed
freoly as water. reinforcements from all
parts of thc field, mado up of the
partlsans of the Darbyito and the King,
rushed into thc thick of tho confllct.
I occupled somo vantago ground of safety
and of view, or T should not be now able
lo descrlbe a notewortiiy lncldent of my
first vlslt to Falrfield.

Old Nathan Appears.
Amid thc "upronr. 1 observed a tall.

stalwart fellow making his way through
the flghters; 'twas Nathan Dai-by. He
uppeared to inc not so deslrous of en-

gaglng in the melee, as in uslng hls
authority to quell it. As be came for-
ward, a llttlo man of the namo of
Johnson, a friend of King, met him half-
way, and glving him a back-handed slap
on tho breast said, with much heat: "I'm
young man. sir!" Then at it they went,
ns the saylng is, wltli liammer and tongs.
No smithy ever gavo stouter blows on

his anvil than those Johnson dellvered
on-the head of Darby. i know not how
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A few weeks before Cliristmas one of our wareliouses packed full of furniture
caught afire, but owning to thc excellent aud perfect work of our fire department tlie
fire was stopped in its ineipiency and a good deal of the stock was only damaged by
smokc and water.

That which was very much damaged we've already sold at auction, and there's
no reason why the use of a little elbow grease and soap and water should not give any
of our customers an almost perfect piece of furniture at less than half price.

419, 421 EAST BROAD ST.

..., To make this sale especially and extraordinarily iuteresting and attraetive wo

will sell only I)inmgcKooni_Furniture this week-_and we will give an extra discount
of 20 per cent,. off tlie price of any piece regular stock 'Dining Eoom 'Furniture in our

house. ,

~

¦
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lt came nbout, but aJ) soon as the two
combntatits were thus matched, tho moleo
was at nn end, a rlng wns forrned.King
nnd hls petty backors wero nowhere.
'twns Johnson against tho fleld, and
stoutly and gamely dld hc hold lt. There
wore no knock-downs, uo knockbuts, aml
nll the blows rendered wero above the
belt. Tho llttlo follow was the clovorer
of thn twnln, and well deservcd the
name of "Artful Dodgns." Tho pluck und
ondiiranco of Dnrby might have charnmd
a Sullivan, a Corbott, a .Teffrcss. Hn
Imd boen falrly aml soundly thrashed,
though ho seemed not. to know It. An
hour after thls ferocious bout, 1 saw
Darby rouiriiing wlth hls frlends from
tho chase of Johnson. May I never look
upon so hidcous a face ngaln.
Johnson, unllke King, camo of respoct-

ablo parentage. Ho wus a born fighter.
Yoars after hls victory over Darb". ho
had tho in-iuok to kill hls man by a
single blow of hia flat.

Voice of
the People

ANOTHER DAUGHTER.
Mrs. Isabella Jett's Father Cavalry

Officer in Revolution.
Editor Tlmos-Dlspatch:
Sir,.Becently I saw a statcment from

somo person, whose namo I have for-
gotten, glvlng an account of a lady who
wns a daughter of a Bevolutlonary sol¬
dlor, and recently one from Hon. GeorgoC. Bound, of Manassas, who stated ho
knew of another, and I wrlto to mform
you of still another. Mrs. Isabella Jott,
who ls now Iiving wlth her nephew,
Judge James F. Strother, of Washlngton,
Bapoahannonok county, Va.
Mrs. Jett ls now seventy-nlne yoars

old, and Is qulto actlvo for her ago. She
Is the youngest chlld of Major John
Boberts, who was a cavalry officer of
tho Bevolutlonary War, and did eonsld¬
erable service during that war. Major
Boberts was married at the age of flfty**!
two years to a Miss Pollard. of King and
Queen county, ancl sald he was too young
to got married then. One of hls daugh¬
ters married Hon. James French Stroth-
cr, who reprosented thls district In Con¬
gress in 1852-'53, and who was the father
of Judge James F. Sflother, of Bappa-
hannock county, and tho late John Bob¬
erts Strother. who at one tlme repre-
sented thls county ln tho l.eglsluture,
and also a State senator. aud Phlllp
Strother. of Giles, and Dr. W. J. Stroth¬
er. of our town. The grave of Major
John Boberts is on the farm cf Mr. John
Hughes, ln Bappahannock county (near
Laurel Mills-. which wn3 at one time
owned by Major Boberts, and was sold
somo tlmo after hls death.

C. B. HOOD.
Culpeper, Va., December 30, 1005.
->

Fifty-three Sundays.
Editor of Tho Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.Tho following paragraph, cut from

tlie news columns of Tho Times-Dispatch
of January lst.' attracted my attentlon
for thc reason that it seemed a remark-
ablc statement:
.'Yesterday- waa the fifty-thlrd Sunday

of the year 1505. It will bo 110 years be¬
foro another year will havo flftv-threo
Sundays. Tho year 2015 wlll be tho noxt
to glve good Sunday school scholars a
chance to break the record in tho matter
of regular attendanco."
Unless I am unable to county seven,

your authority is mistaken. and verymuch so. The year 1911 will lncludc live
Sundays, the flrst day of January and the
last day of December being Sundays,and the same is true of the year 1922!
This year (1906) January lst falls on
Monday; next year 011 Tuesday; in I90S
on Wednesday: in 1909 (following theleap year) on Friday; in IJio 011 Satur¬
day, and In 1911 on Sunday.
The matter may he easlly carriedfurther. and I have dono wlth the re¬sult that I flnd fourteen years of tho

noxt 0110 hundred in which thero arellfty-three Sundays each. Thev are- 19111922. 192S, 1933, 1939. 1950. 1956. 1961, i067. 197s'1984, 19S9. 1995 and 2001. Thero are inter-vals of 6, 11, 5 and C yeurs, tho Irregular-Ity being duo to tno recurronce of thebissoxtllo or leap year. Flguro It outfor yoursolf if you doubt this,
Yours to cpunt on,

"F1NGEBS."Nowport News, Va., Jan. 3, 1906.
-r.¦..-..

"The Reason Why."Editor of The Tlmes-Dlspatch:Sir,.Why are so many physlclans poor?ln tho flrst placo lt ls necessary tocorrcct tho falsa impresslon oxistingamong the Lalty (n referenco to tholrfees and their immaglncd prospcrity, aiulwho presume It to be a professlon of
case, und Eldorado of monev making butafter working hard day ancl night, oftendie and leavo their familios, without sub-sistonce often oce.ura.
Thero ls no Iegtllmato business in whichthe same amount of capital nnd tlmoInvolved and caro oxerclsod, but whlohwould provo moro lueratlvo ancl proil-table. Tn other professlons wealth Is

accuniulatod and the partles often rettrc
from business. Not so wlth tho physlclan,Hla strugglo continitos na long ua lifo
lost, and wlth sloopless nlghts, giveshls lifo and servlces to his numeroua
patrons. In most avocations thoro is somo
way for tho Lalty to avold dahgors. Not
so wlth tiio physlclan. Ho i3 cohtinuouslyin dangor aud yot cannot evade It.
When somo drendful opidetulc Ihvados

thc country and threaton.*- to anfhilntn its
citlzens no matter how great tho dangor
to hlmself and family. He must forget
self and sacrifico everything ho holcls
near and dear to hltusolf and attack tho
monster In hls strongest eiitrenchmont.*-.
Thls writor well lomenibers ttn epldemlc
of mallgnant dlpthcrla which wus so
fatnl that 50 por cent. of thoHo ntllictoii
died und tho whale co'nununlty w.oro
toiTor-strtcken. Strong men quakod wlth
fear, and lt was dlltlcult to nnd holp to
bury tho dead. Thu physlclans woro lho
only persons who did iiuL forjjuke tho
llvlng or dead.
All frlends und uolghbors had forsakon

these strlckon peoplo but tho dootora,
Aftor lhe dark cloud had rolled away and
quiotude bocnnie rostored again iho fnitli-
ful physlclan, attot long delay, sent ln
hls bllls, A fow promptly llquldatod them.
Othors pnld many nionths aftorward, nnd
iiiuny pald nothlng.
Thero aro many physlclans ln a state

of poverty tind debt aftor uconomlzliit*
ln tho very closest munner, aml ihoro
should bo one conunou brothorliooil, yuoli

, hdlplng thu oUiuij', all dcnuiudhig roaeonj

ARE YODR K1DNEYS WEAK?
Thousands of Men and Women Have Kidney

Trouble and Never Suspect It.
To Prove What tlie Oreat Kfdney Remedy, Swamp-Root, Wlll Dc

for YOU, Every Reader of the Times-Dispatch May
Have a Sample Bottle Sent Ab¬

solutely Free by Mail.

It naod to bo eonsldcred tliat only nr'lnary and
bladder troublea woro to be traced to the kldneya.
but now modern aelcnce provea that nearly all dla-
caaca have thelr bnglnnlng In tha dlsorder ot these
most important drgans,
Therefore, when your kldneyn aro weak or out of

order, you can underatand how quickly your entire
body ls nffected, and how every .Tgan aoetna to fall
to do Ita duiy.

If you nre slck or "foe! badly." begin taking the
(,-rent kldney remedy, Dr. Kllmer'a Swamp-Root, be-
oauae ns noon _-i your kldncys bogln to get better
they will help all tho othor org.nn to health. A
trlal wlll convlnca anyono.

*ir.vi?f out ot b"!»'tli and run down senoraily; had no¦M-j'otltc, waa dl-i-.y nnd Bufferc-l witli lif_l_chs most,?_ ,n* -ln*''- I -ild n»t know that my kldn*ys were
rni_h.ur° "f ,ny troubl*. but somohow felt thot they
... k antl J ba.an t»_ln*c Swamp-Root. Ther*. li
riw. i1 P'W'orn taato to 8w..mp-«oot. nnd It goes
Ir h. 'vot ¦""* rlrlv«s dlsoaso out of tha aystemnvnll curod me, makln-f mn stron-*or nnd bettor In
fere y' aD<l £ ebttTtaiiy ".umim-nd lt to all nuC-

arat-ifullj- yours.
MRS. A. I, ~~VAL.KI.lt. 331 Kast Undtn St. Atjanta, G_
Weak and jiihealthy kldneys are responslnlo for

many klnd.- ot diseases, and Ir permltted to con¬
tinue much aufferlng and fatal resulta are aure to
follow. Kldney trouble irrltatca the nervea. makes
you diz-jy, restiess, sleeple*<3 and Irritable. Make*-
you paaa water often during tho day and obllgcs-
you to get up many times durlng tho night. Un-
healtliy kldneya cause r.'ieumatlsm, gravol, catarrli
of tho bladdor. pain or dull ache In tho back. Jolntaand muaeles; make your head ache and back tehe.
:ause Indigestlon. atomach nnd liver troublo. you
<et a snllow, yellow complexlon. mako you feel as
though you had heart trouble; you may havo plentyof ambition. but no atrength; got weak and waate
away.
The cure for these troublco la Dr. Kilmer's

Swamp-Root, the world-famous kldney reme,dy. ln
taking Ewamp-R-iot you afford natural l.clp'to Na¬
ture, for Swamp-Root is the moat perfect healer
and geo tle ald to the kldneya that la known to
medieal science.

How to Find Out. (Swamp-Root la pieaaant to take.)

If you are already convlnced
that Swamp-Root ls what you
rteed, you can purchaae the reg¬
ular nfty-cent and one-dollat-
alze bottlea at tho drug atorea
everywhere. Don't make any
tniatake, but remember tho name.

Swamp-Root, Dr. Kllmer'a

lt there la any doubt in your mlnd aa to your con¬
dition, take from your 'urino on rialng about four
ouncea, pl.iqo It in a glasa or bottle and let It atand
twenty-four hours. lf on examinatlon lt ia mllky
or cloudy. If there is a brie.k-dust _.'ttltngt or lf
small part;clea float about ln lt, your kldneya are
ln need of immedlate attention.
Swamp-Root Is pleasant to tnke and Is used in

the leadlng boapltals. recommonded by phyalclans
ln thelr prlvate practice. and ta taken by doctors ,. .._ ,,,

themselves who have kldney allments. because they Swamp-Root, and the addrea..
-ecognlzn In It the groat-at nnd moat auccessful Binghamton, N. T., on every
"emedy for kldney, llv>r and bladder troubles. | bottlo.

EDITORIAL NOTE..-do aucc-ss.'ul la -.warap-Root in promptly curing even tha
mo3t dlstrosalng easea of kldney, liver or bladder troublea. that to provo its wonder¬
ful merlts you may have a sample bottlo and a book of valuable lnformatlon. both
.it-' absolutely "froe by mail. The boo): containa many of the thouaand:- upon thou-
s.'nda of teatimonial letters received from men and women cured. Tlio valu. and
succeas of Swamp-Root la so well know*, that our readers aro advised to send for a
sampi- bottle. In pendinir your addreaa to Dr. Kilmer & Co.. Binghamton. N". T..
be Hiire to say you re:>.d thls goncrous offer ln the Richmond Sunday-Tlmes-DIspatcJ:.Tho propriotors of thi3 paper guarantec the genuineness of this offer.

ablo an.i prompt payment for tholr lnbor
and servlces.
Aa conaclentious and haTd-worklng

physlcians, when your labor has ceased
your usefulness haa termlnated and you
roallze tho sunsot of llfe; broken down
in health; your memory faillng and your
cycslglit becomlng dlm, and your llmbs
deprived of tholr strength, who will con¬

tribute to the relief of tho holpless and
dostltuto members of your orphans*
home'.'
From well-tested experienee It Is tho

duty of every member or lho medlcal
professlon to organizo a brothcrhood foir
tho proteetlon of thenuelves and tlieir
familles aml to colleet tholr .'bllls"
promptly, tho samo as all other business
transactlons. Lastly, why should the
medlcal profession be expected or re¬

quired to glve thelr tlmo and service to
tho Indlgent poor gratls and bo required
to pay a llcense tax when tlme and thls
service Is equlvalent to money and the
public derives the beneflt from their
servlces. To say tho loast of lt. lf thelr
llcenso was annulled by an act of the
Leglslature lt would be but a meagc-r

compllment for tholr serviees.
MEDICUS.

Verbum Sapientihus Qnantum Siifllei'..
Lynehburg. Va., January 5. 1906.

.

Educational Progress in Virginia.
Boltor of The Tlmes-Dfspatch:
Sir.,ln to-day's issue of Tho Tlinos-

Dlspatoh.tlie New Vear's edltlor-mucli
of your spac.e is glven to an account of
the prosperily ot Virginia du"i ig tbe
pp.st year, as reported by yo i. «.or->-

spondence from every sec.ion of tho btate.
The contents of these reports Justify tho
verv gratlfying headiines which woro.

used, namely: "Tho Tido of Prosperlty
Strong In Vlrginla;" "Evoiy Clty ancl
Town in tho State Souuds a Noto ot

Cburage;',' ..Actlvlties Reported for tho
Yoar Sum Up a Great Industrial Advanco
ln tho Stato and Givo Aasurunce ol Accu¬
mulating Woalth;" aml nlso tho observa¬
tlon "Tho Chlnook wlnd of prosperlty
blows strong ancl full ovor tho mountaln,
plain ancl valley ln Virginia. A leaf I'rorn
every town makes up a book fu.l of tlie
losso'ns ot* Industry and Its frilltions. Thc
cltles nnd towns all sound a note or cheer,
but as luwiiys tho solld foundation is thc
wonderful prosperity on tho farm."
lt ls truly a cheerful and wonderrul

showing that ia inado Iti tho reports whlch
you publish, tho moro so, becauso contln. d
to no partlculnr section. Everywhore theso
has bcon growth imd Improvement. Thrlft
and progress prevail ln city, villago aiul
country. Banks llourish, Indus.rlal cntoi-
prlsos increase, ni.ning interests are ad¬
vanced, great Impetus Is glven to stock
raising, munlcipal lmprovomonts grow
apaco, rallroads aro bul.dlng, country
roads are bolng Improved, roal estato is
rapidly increas.ng in valuo. bullding oper¬
ations of overy kind nro vory act:ve, in¬
creased crops aro ralsed, thu volume of
business shows markod increase.lu short,
the wholo country hus. prosperod.
ln all thla I rojolco, as ovory truo Vlr-

glntan will, but I could not help observ-
ing witli somo degioo of sadness, wii lo
readlng these glowing descriptions of in-
dustrial progress all ovor thls i.'nmmou-
wealtli, ttitit public achool Improvement
was very seldom mentioned, and whon
lt was referred to, It was in a very
general way. in only ono or two In-
Htanoes, I belleve, was montlon mado of
spocifla achool Improvement. Abundant
montlon was mado of costly buildings of
almost every description havlng been
orocted. but only one correspondent notcd
tho eroction of now solioo uildlnga. Pro--
ress in almost every othor llno oi entur-
priso was notcd iu corsiderablo detall,
but only ciisuul metuion of schools, when
iiuuio at all.
Why havo not tho schools occupled a

moro Important placo in these reports?
Is It bocause they havo not kept paco
wlth tho growth and progress in other
eiitcrprlses? Oh, Is it because thu pooplo
of Virginia valuo thom less than tho
moro matorlal tlilnga whlch have boen
glven such promlnenco, und so both re¬
porter and roador havo less Interest In
therh***
Whllo 1 am not a pessiudat in thc

sllghtost dogroo, candor forces tho con*
olusion that tho reason ls found to somo

extent Ih tho unawers to bHIi oi* thoso
questlotis. Although much hus boon ac-

conipllsbod In tho past year, wo have
not kept abroust in educational matioi
with tho genoral progress of tlm Stnto,
and tho attltudo of tho, poopla ne.-ds to
be changed from a passlve, rocoptlvo one,
to an notivo,' helpful ono. Tiio puuplt)
must moro and moro rcallssu thnt tho
public sohools bcluutf to TWE-Siak.LVES

and that they have a personal lutcibi them, notwitliatand.ng thc fa. '.
tlie State mairitnina them. Wh. .;
eommunhy reallzea that the l>" liels the iriost valuable iau-i'i
and feuls tliat otlier pcoplo ;. .,

matter In the same lis-lit. then dce >,-.»¦
Inenee will be j-iven in ;ill .-.-t-:- [., -,
apondenee to Ita sehbola.

I write thla, uc.t ln ritli lain,
tho hope tliat II may oneou -.-

correspondenu lu glve ;;.-.¦. ¦..

whe.rever pojslblo to schools
lioiial mattera. Tho Interest of tho ¦>

plo la arouaed all ove-r VI.g ni-
aubject of education. nnd i-1
educatlonal news wiii be r n
much pleasuro ad more int r -. tlian
much of the matter to whicli attent.'o
is glven to Ita exelualon. Verv (-,::..

CIIAS. C. &IAIJHltr.
Examlner and Inspector of Schoola, Flftli
Circult.
Charlottesvilie, Va.

Lands of the Southwest.
Editor of Tlio Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.Your articlo anetit an "equaliza-tlon board" to have llnal authorlty ,n flx-

ing the valuo- of taxable property In the
State, struck me an just and falr, but as
attended wlth numeroua dlfllcultles. Such
board in order to do justice between aco-
tions would be compelled to travel over
tlie State and InspeCt lands, stock and
valuables. Tlie point noted by another
wrlter, and posslbly by j oiirs.lt. that tlie
Southwost is not bearlng Ita equal share
of tho Siato's taxes Is a point that has
not yet been fully veritied.
Whilo the land In the eastern part of

tha Stato Is voltied higher than that in
the aouthweat, It ls a fact that fully half
the land ln tho southwest I.s not in a
state of eultivaiion at all and very much
off It could not he r-yltlvated i. clcared up.
Much of this Is not even va.uablo for tim-
ber, as there either never was any valua¬
ble tlmber on it or it has been out out or
burned out aud deatroyed. Much of thls
luiui 1..-Jn tlie niountain.s an.l I.s so very
steep tliat lt could not bo used tu advan¬
tage. Almost overy farm hna a goodly
amount ot' tliis kinil of land and either
would have to be assessed in two divls-
iona, ono low and tho othor high, or put
altogether and nece.ssarily lower thau
lands in tlio valleys where almost -UI ia
valuable. Then the better markots of tho
eastern part ot tho State would have io be
considered. It haa seem.n_ly beon foi got¬
ten by many tliat tnis is a mountain
section, much of it inaccessible to tho
markets. Tliat. many of iho counties havo
vory poor roads and somo of them searce-
ly touohed by a ral.road at all, and they
mlles aud miles from any clty or mar-
ket.
However. wo do not object to the abovo

named board, provided It does not sit.
down ln aomo city and attempt to do
tliat which It cannot do wlthout wldo
iruvel and careful inspectlon, not oniy on
tlie railroads, bul in tiie back counties.

Respectfully,
J. W. W. BHULER.

Graham-, Va.

Our Absurd Assessment System.
Editor of Tho Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.I niu glad to soo tlie questlon of

appointltiK a board of equaliisaUon. for
it Is badly needed. Why iu tliis oounty,
Roanoke, wo lind two assenaora for li'iC.
and I wlsh, you .could so~- thelr wor'<.
l.irma that were selllng for $100 to j:
per acro usscs_i._ ai $50 or lesa. To **jilots that wero aelllug for ">'7,> and ui> -*_.
lot assessed ut $1U i.trtioa u*i>>> ol.j. ..n.,(
to an iiaaosainent uf one-lia f or i»-i
tlilrds of aell n prices, ask d the Ti.*-
water ua dumngea from llve to ten t'm
tho falr cash value. 1 hope tho eoniir---
Eeglslaturo will allow towns und l-.i-fi
to have annual assessments for i..,.l
taxation. lt i.,uot rlRht for t land
pany to havo u lot asse-s'il ai (St:,. ,,:'.
leen dollars, worth at time .$7f>, nn.l to¬
day will not take $150 for It, and these
pricea wlll hold for the noxt ilv'..- yqnrn
or more. I hopo thero wlll bo a board
of o.uuliaatlon appolnted wlth powor tn
correct tho errors of l!tNo. 1 trUd to. a-c
ih.. matter before tlio courts, but could
llnd no law for It. TAX-t'AYK'...
Sulcm. Vn.-
-.-

Hard Luck,
l_l_.My ..luo.. ia my t'ortune.
Hi.lla.It's- too bad you can't sot your putney

chaii.od.

Thu great l_-nd.m Phllutclle Kihlhltinju t-i
l.o held ln a few m.utli** ut Hot-iKuttun-l
Hull. We-tmlnster. wlll he well hoiued. Tho
i.uli.tluK i_ new. lur_. ¦j.n.t handw-me. lt I*
75 l.y llo fuel aud ls provlded ..vlih u. doined
roof of -,-Uiss m-surliifc tli..- vory bout of ll-fhtTlm u-wuiiltteu in charge ln ..-ii.ioiorti** (.>
naoiire i.outo woll known Aiiib.-umii phll*-,(*-^tttfl -vuin- -i i';-.¦¦ 1.vj:ii..' ot JwiK.t,


